Effect of amount of context extinction on revaluation of a target CS.
In two experiments using rats in a conditioned lick suppression paradigm the effects of posttraining extinction of the conditioning context on responding to the target conditioned stimulus (CS) which had previously been paired with a footshock was examined in a neutral context. Experiment 1 replicated Marlin's [Learn. Motiv. 13 (1981) 526] observation that this treatment can reduce responding to the target CS. This finding is contrary to other reports that context extinction enhances responding to the target CS. Experiment 2 examined the amount of posttraining context extinction as a variable potentially controlling this effect. It found the mediated extinction effect following one, but not 10 h of context extinction.